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[57] ABSTRACT

A switchable microwave oscillator is disclosed that
includes a quenching circuit for switching, attenuating,
modulating, or otherwise controlling the output ampli-
tude of frequency-stabilized, transistor-based, mi-
crowave-frequency oscillators. The quenching circuit
includes a diode that is coupled to the transistor at the
same port that reactive feedback is present, and includes
diode biasing means for selectively applying a bias voit-
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SWITCHABLE MICROWAVE OSCILLATOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to microwave-fre-
quency oscillators, and relates more particularly to
circuitry adapted for switching, attenuating, modulat-
ing, or otherwise controlling the output amplitude of
microwave-frequency oscillators.

2. Description of the Relevant Art

A typical microwave oscillator includes an active
device capable of oscillating at microwave-range fre-
quencies plus associated oscillation-tuning circuitry
capable stabilizing the oscillator at a particular fre-
quency. Many microwave-frequency oscillators utilize
a bipolar or field-effect transistor as the active device, in
which case the oscillator includes bias circuitry that
establishes the bias conditions of the transistor and reac-
tive-feedback circuitry that creates, in conjunction with
the transistor, a negative resistance that allows the tran-
sistor to oscillate. So long as the negative resistance is
sufficient, the transistor will oscillate at a frequency
dictated by the oscillation-tuning circuitry.

In order-to switch some prior art oscillators on and
off, common practice was to turn on and off, respec-
tively, the bias circuit. Switching the oscillator in this
fashion creates frequency stability problems due to ther-
mal transients related to the transistor cooling when the
bias voltage is removed and warming when the bias
voltage is reapplied. Alternatively, a shunting circuit
attached between the oscillation-tuning circuitry and
the transistor could be selectively activated in order to
cancel the oscillation condition by perturbing the impe-
dance of the oscillation-tuning circuit.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the illustrated preferred embodi-
ments, the present invention provides circuitry for
switching, attenuating, modulating, or otherwise con-
trolling the output amplitude of microwave-frequency
oscillators. More specifically, the present invention
relates to a quenching circuit for attachment to a transis-
tor-based, frequency-stabilized oscillator. The quench-
ing circuit includes a diode that is coupled to the reac-
tive-feedback port of the transistor, and includes diode
biasing means for selectively applying a bias voltage to
the diode.

The quenching circuit of the present invention selec-
tively diverts a small amount of the current flowing
through the transistor of the oscillator. When the diode
is reverse biased, no current is diverted and the oscilla-
tor oscillates normally. When the diode is forward bi-
ased, a portion of the DC bias current flowing through
the transistor is diverted by the diode. If enough current
is diverted by the diode, the reactive feedback to the
transistor will be insufficient and the transistor will stop
oscillating. If a lesser amount of current is diverted by
the diode, the oscillator will oscillate, but its output
power will be attenuated.

In addition to switching or attenuating the output of
a transistor-driven oscillator, the quenching circuit of
the present invention can modulate the output of the
oscillator. By biasing the diode with an alternating cur-
rent signal, the output of the oscillator will be modu-
lated at the same frequency.

One feature of the present invention is that the oscil-
lator can be quickly switched on and off without signifi-
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‘cantly altering the transistor bias conditions. This fea-
ture is advantageous in that such switching is fast and
that the oscillation frequency is stable. Another feature
of the present invention is that the operating point of the
oscillating transistor can be controlled and can be ad-
justed out of the saturation region by partial quenching
so that the resulting signal contains less harmonics/sub-
harmonics, spurious signals, and phase noise. A further
feature is that the present invention can be utilized in
conjunction with either fixed frequency oscillators or
broad-band, tunable oscillators. Still another feature of
the present invention is that the partial quenching action
can be selectively applied to particularly noisy frequen-
cies of a broad-band oscillator to clean up the output
signal at those frequencies, but without effecting the
output signal at other frequencies.

The present invention can be used to great advantage
where a frequency range is needed that is broader than
can be obtained with a single tunable oscillator. In the
past, multiple tunable oscillators would be coupled to a
single-pole, multi-throw switch, so that the output sig-
nal of a selected one of the oscillators would be gener-
ated upon demand. Such a switch was required to pro-
vide very high isolation between the oscillators, and
even then, spurious signals were inevitable. Spurious
signals could be eliminated if the non-selected oscilla-
tors were turned off, but such an approach suffers from
slow response. With the present invention, however,
multiple tunable oscillators can be easily and quickly
switched on and off, thereby eliminating spurious sig-
nals but retaining good response. Also, the switch can
be much simpler and cheaper since high isolation is no
longer required; even a simple, passive power combiner
can be used instead of a switch.

The features and advantages described in the specifi-
cation are not all inclusive, and particularly, many addi-
tional features and advantages will be apparent to one of
ordinary skill in the art in view of the drawings, specifi-
cation and claims hereof. Moreover, it should be noted
that the language used in the specification has been
principally selected for readability and instructional
purposes, and may not have been selected to delineate
or circumscribe the inventive subject matter, resort to
the claims being necessary to determine such inventive
subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a switchable micro-
wave oscillator according to the present invention. The
oscillator of FIG. 1 utilizes a varactor for frequency
tuning.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of an alternative em-
bodiment of a switchable microwave oscillator accord-
ing to the present invention. The oscillator of FIG. 2
utilizes a dielectric resonator for frequency determina-
tion.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of another alternative
embodiment of a switchable microwave oscillator ac-
cording to the present invention. The oscillator of FIG.
3 is a YIG-tuned oscillator.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

FIGS. 1 through 3 of the drawings depict various
preferred embodiments of the present invention for
purposes of illustration only. One skilled in the art will
readily recognize from the following discussion that
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alternative embodiments of the structures and methods
illustrated herein may be employed without departing
from the principles of the invention described herein.

The preferred embodiment of the present invention is
a switchable, frequency-stabilized, transistor-based,
microwave-frequency oscillator that utilizes a novel
“quenching” circuit for switching, attenuating, modu-
lating, or otherwise controlling the output amplitude of
the oscillator. The term “quenching” is used herein to
refer to changing the negative resistance of the oscilla-
tor in such a way so that the output amplitude of the
oscillator is reduced, including the case where the oscil-
lator stops oscillating.

FIG. 1 illustrates a varactor-tuned oscillator 10 that
incorporates the quenching circuit 12 of the present
invention. A bipolar transistor 14 is the active device,
and is DC biased by a negative voltage, —V}, that is
applied to the base of the transistor through a voltage
divider consisting of resistors 16 and 18 and applied to
the emitter of the transistor through a resistor 20. The
collector of the transistor 14 is grounded. A capacitor
22 is connected to the emitter of the transistor to pro-
vide reactive feedback to the transistor. The oscillation
frequency of the oscillator 10 is stabilized by a varactor
24, which is coupled to the base of transistor 14 through
a capacitor 26. The resonant frequency of the varactor
24 can be varied by application of a voltage, V;, which
is applied to the anode side of the varactor through an
inductor 28. The cathode of the varactor 24 is coupled
to ground through another inductor 30. The power

. output signal of the oscillator 10 is removed from the
. line connecting the varactor to the transistor through an
..appropriate coupler.

The quenching circuit 12, includes a diode 32 that is
connected at its cathode side to the emitter of transistor
14 and is connected at its anode side to biasing circuitry.
The diode biasing circuitry includes a capacitor 34 con-
nected between the anode of diode 32 and ground, and
" an adjustable resistor 36 and an inductor 38 connected
in series between the anode of the diode and a switch 40.
. The switch 40 can be selectively connected to either
.ground, which forwardly biases the diode, or to a

source of voltage, Vs, which in this embodiment is a
source of negative voltage of sufficient magnitude to
reverse bias the diode 32. The capacitor 34 serves as a
bypass capacitor, while the inductor 38 isolates the
Vbias power supply from the rest of the oscillator 10.
The resistor 36 limits the current through the diode 32
when the switch 40 is grounded. The switch 40 is pref-
erably a transistor capable of switching between ground
and Vigs.

When the switch 40 is connected to Vg, the diode
32 is reverse biased, which allows the oscillator 10 to
oscillate in its normal fashion. When the switch 40 is
connected to ground, however, the diode 32 will be
forward biased and will reduce the amount of bias cur-

_ rent flowing through the transistor 14. If that current is
reduced sufficiently, the reactive feedback provided by
the capacitor 22 will become insufficient to cause the
oscillator to oscillate, in which case the oscillator will
cease oscillating. In this case, the quenching circuit 12 is
fully quenching the output of the oscillator 10. If the
current is reduced by a lesser amount, the oscillator 10
will continue to oscillate but its power output will be
attenuated, in which case the quenching circuit is par-
tially quenching the output of the oscillator. When
forward biased, the diode 32 acts like an RF resistance
to ground in parallel with the reactive feedback ele-
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ment, capacitor 22. The amount of RF resistance con-
tributed by the diode 32 is determined by the current
drawn by the diode. An inverse relationship exists be-
tween the current and RF resistance of microwave-fre-
quency diodes, with increasing current draw corre-
sponding to decreasing RF resistance. The amount of
current drawn by the diode 32 and, consequently, the
amount of quenching can be adjusted according to the
value of the resistor 36.

In the above description of the quenching circuit, it is
assumed that Vs is a constant voltage sufficient to
reverse bias the diode 32. If, instead, V;gsis an alternat-
ing current signal, then the diode 32 is alternately for-
ward and reversed biased. In this case, the quenching
circuit 12 acts as a modulator to modulate the output of
the oscillator at the frequency of Vs

The tunability of varactor-tuned oscillators permits
its use in a variety of circuits where broadband oscilla-
tors are needed. With the addition of the quenching
circuit of the present invention, the quality of the oscil-
lator output signal in those regions of the frequency
band that exhibit excessive harmonics/subharmonics,
spurious signals, and phase noise, can be improved by
partially quenching the output of the varactor-tuned
oscillator when operating within those regions. Selec-
tive partial quenching can be accomplished by adding a
quenching control circuit 42 that responds to the oscil-
lation frequency selected by the varactor 24 by varying
the resistance of resistor 36 according to some function
of the oscillation frequency.

The diode 32 of the quenching circuit must satisfy
certain requirements. First, and most importantly, the
diode 32 must be able to operate within the frequency
range of the oscillator. Second, the diode 32 when re-
verse biased must not unduly load down the oscillator
and degrade its performance, which requires a diode
having a low capacitance. Third, the RF resistance
contributed by the forward-biased diode 32 must be
sufficient to obtain the desired quenching of the oscilla-
tor output. The diode 32, when forward biased, is pref-
erably less than fully conductive in order to provide the
requisite RF resistance.

Diode 32 is preferably a PIN diode, which will oper-
ate at microwave frequencies and will not unduly load
down the oscillator when switched off. The use of a
PIN diode is also preferred because the necessary
amount of RF resistance is readily and accurately ob-
tainable with a small current through a PIN diode. A
PIN diode having beam leads, such as model number
HP4005, available from Hewlett-Packard of Palo Alto,
Calif. may be used to minimize the capacitive loading of
the diode on the oscillator.

Another embodiment of a switchable microwave-fre-
quency oscillator according to the present invention is
illustrated in FIG. 2. Oscillator 50 has a quenching
circuit 52 in addition to the standard elements of a die-
lectric-resonator oscillator.

In oscillator 50, the transistor 54 is a GaAs FET
(gallium-arsenide field-effect transistor), which is biased
by a positive voltage applied through resistor 56 to the
drain and a ground connection coupled through resistor
58 to the source. A capacitor 60 connected to the source
of the transistor 54 provides the necessary reactive
feedback. The oscillator 50 oscillates at a frequency
determined by a dielectric resonator 62, which is cou-
pled through a microsirip line 64 to the gate of the
transistor 54. One end of the microstrip line 64 is con-
nected to the gate of the transistor, while the other end
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is terminated at its characteristic impedance through a
resistor 66 to ground. A matching circuit 68 matches the
power output signal to the load conditions.

The quenching circuit 52 includes a diode 70 that is
connected at its anode side to the source of transistor 54
and is connected at its cathode side to biasing circuitry.
The diode biasing circuitry, in turn, includes a capacitor
72 connected between the cathode of diode 70 and
ground, and an adjustable resistor 74 and an inductor 76
connected in series between the cathode of the diode
and a switch 78. The switch 78 can be selectively con-
nected to either ground or to a source of voltage, Vias,
which in this embodiment is a source of positive voltage
of sufficient magnitude to reverse bias the diode 70. The
capacitor 72 serves as a bypass capacitor, while the
inductor 76 isolates the V ;s power supply from the rest
of the oscillator 50. The resistor 74 limits the current
through the diode 70 when the switch 78 is grounded.
The switch 78 is preferably a transistor capable of
switching between ground and Vg

In operation, the quenching circuit 52 allows the

oscillator 50 to oscillate normally when the diode 70 is
reverse biased, which occurs when the switch 78 is
connected to Vpigs. When the diode 70 is instead for-
ward biased by virtue of switch 78 being grounded,
then the diode changes the current flow in and through
the transistor 54, thus changing the negative resistance
of the oscillator and effecting its RF power output.
When the diode is forward biased, the output of the
oscillator 50 will be attenuated either partially or com-
pletely, depending upon the amount of RF resistance
associated with the diode, which, once again, is a func-
tion of the current flowing through the diode.
" Another embodiment of the present invention, a
YIG-tuned oscillator 90, is illustrated in FIG. 3. Apart
from the tuning element of the oscillator, YIG 94, this
embodiment is equivalent to the dielectric resonator-
tuned oscillator 50 of FIG. 2. The quenching circuit 92
operates in the same manner as the quenching circuit 52
of oscillator §0. In a YIG-tuned oscillator, partial
quenching can help reduce the saturation of the YIG
sphere by reducing the power dissipated in the sphere,
and, thus, improving the noise performance of the oscil-
lator.

The quenching circuit of the present invention is
intended for use in association with microwave-fre-
quency oscillators. Dielectric resonator oscillators, for
example, typically operate only in the microwave fre-
quency range, at frequencies equal to or greater than 1.0
GHz, which is the commonly defined lower limit of the
microwave frequency range. The quenching circuit
may be used at frequencies somewhat below 1.0 GHz
where the associated oscillator can oscillate at sub-
microwave frequencies. YIG-tuned oscillators can typi-
cally operate at frequencies down to 500 MHz, while
varactor-tuned oscillators can operate at frequencies
down to perhaps 250 MHz. Such oscillators are capable
of operation in the microwave frequency range, but
have a lower limit below 1.0 GHz. A tunable YIG oscil-
lator, for example, may have a tuning range of 500 MHz
to 2.0 GHz. The quenching circuit of the present inven-
tion is intended to be used in association with oscillators
constructed according to microwave design techniques
of circuit layout, biasing, and the use of transmission
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such oscillators.
From the above description, it will be apparent that
the invention disclosed herein provides novel and ad-

6

vantageous circuitry for switching, attenuating, modu-
lating, or otherwise controlling the output amplitude of
microwave-frequency oscillators. The foregoing discus-
sion discloses and describes merely exemplary methods
and embodiments of the present invention. As will be
understood by those familiar with the art, the invention
may be embodied in other specific forms without de-
parting from the spirit or essential characteristics
thereof. Oscillator designs other than the particular
oscillators disclosed herein will also benefit from the
quenching circuit of the present invention. Oscillators
having oscillation-tuning circuits other than dielectric
resonators, varactors, or YIG’s, such as, for example,
microstrip resonators, can be controlled with the pres-
ent invention. In addition, the scope of the invention
should not be limited to oscillators having only the
biasing circuitry shown in the figures, since other,
equivalent biasing circuitry could be used. Accord-
ingly, the disclosure of the present invention is intended
to be illustrative, but not limiting, of the scope of the
invention, which is set forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a frequency stabilized oscillator having a transis-
tor operable for oscillation in the microwave-frequency
range, reactive feedback means coupled to a first port of
the transistor for providing sufficient negative resis-
tance to allow the transistor to oscillate, and oscillation-
tuning means coupled to a second port of the transistor
for stabilizing the oscillation frequency of the oscillator,
the improvement comprising:

a quenching circuit coupled to the first port of the
transistor and operable for selectively controlling
the strength of the output signal of the oscillator,
wherein said quenching circuit comprises a diode
coupled to the first port of the transistor and diode
biasing means for selectively biasing said diode,
wherein said diode is operable for reducing the
negative resistance of the oscillator when said
diode is forward biased.

2. A circuit as recited in claim 1 wherein a first side of
said diode is coupled to the transistor, and wherein said
diode biasing means includes switching means for selec-
tively coupling a second side of said diode to a first DC
voltage source for reverse biasing said diode and to a
second DC voltage source for forward biasing said
diode.

3. A circuit as recited in claim 2 wherein said diode
biasing means further includes a capacitor coupled be-
tween the second side of said diode and said second DC
voltage source, and includes a resistor and inductor
coupled in series between the second side of said diode
and said switching means.

4. A circuit as recited in claim 1 wherein said diode
biasing means includes means for applying a modulating
signal to alternately forward and reverse bias said di-
ode. :

5. A circuit as recited in claim 1 wherein said diode
biasing means includes means for adjusting the amount
of current flowing through said diode when forward
biased in order to adjust the amount of negative resis-
tance reduced by said quenching circuit.

6. A circuit as recited in claim 1 wherein said oscilla-
tion-tuning means is operable for tuning the output
frequency of said oscillator over a frequency band, and
wherein said diode biasing means includes means re-
sponsive to the oscillation frequency of said oscillator
for selectively biasing said diode by an amount that is
determined by said oscillation frequency.
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7. In a microwave-frequency oscillator having a tran-
sistor, transistor biasing means for applying a bias volt-
age to said transistor, an oscillation-tuning circuit cou-
pled to one port of said transistor, and reactive feedback
means coupled to another port of said transistor for
generating negative resistance in a desired frequency
band to enable said transistor to oscillate at a frequency
determined by said oscillation-tuning means, the im-
provement comprising:

a diode coupled at a first side thereof to the same port
of said transistor as said reactive feedback means is
coupled and operable for diverting current away
from said transistor biasing means; and

diode biasing means for selectively applying a bias
voltage to a second side of said diode for control-
ling the amount of current diverted by said diode.

8. An oscillator as recited in claim 7 wherein said
diode biasing means includes switching means for selec-
tively coupling the second side of said diode to a first
DC voltage source for reverse biasing said diode and to
a second DC voltage source for forward biasing said
diode, includes a capacitor coupled between the second
side of said diode and said second DC voltage source,
and includes a resistor and an inductor coupled in series
between the second side of said diode and said switch-
ing means.

9. A switchable microwave oscillator comprising:

a transistor capable of oscillation at frequencies in the

microwave frequency range;

transistor biasing means for supplying a bias voltage
to said transistor;

an oscillation-tuning circuit coupled to a first port of
said transistor;

reactive feedback means coupled to a second port of
said transistor for providing in combination with
said transistor a negative resistance to enable said
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transistor to oscillate at a frequency determined by
said oscillation-tuning circuit;

a diode coupled to the second port of said transistor

in parallel with said reactive feedback means; and
diode biasing means for selectively applying a bias
voltage to said diode. ’

10. An oscillator as recited in claim 9 wherein said
transistor is a GaAs field-effect transistor, said reactive
feedback means includes a capacitor coupled between
ground and a source terminal of said transistor, wherein
one side of said diode is coupled to the source terminal
of said transistor, and wherein said diode biasing means
is operable for selectively coupling a second side of said
diode to ground to forward bias said diode to stop said
oscillator from oscillating and for selectively coupling
the second side of said diode to a source of voltage
sufficient to reverse bias said diode to allow said oscilla-
tor to oscillate.

11. An oscillator as recited in claim 9 wherein said
transistor is a bipolar transistor, said reactive feedback
means includes a capacitor coupled between ground
and an emitter terminal of said transistor, wherein one
side of said diode is coupled to the emitter terminal of
said transistor, and wherein said diode biasing means is
operable for selectively coupling a second side of said
diode to ground to forward bias said diode to stop said
oscillator from oscillating and for selectively coupling
the second. side of said diode to a source of voliage
sufficient to reverse bias said diode to allow said oscilla-
tor to oscillate.

12. An oscillator as recited in claim 9 wherein said
oscillation-tuning circuit includes a dielectric resonator.

13. An oscillator as recited in claim 9 wherein said
oscillation-tuning circuit includes a YIG tuning ele-
ment.

14. An oscillator as recited in claim 9 wherein said

oscillation-tuning circuit includes a varactor.
* * kK *
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