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[57] ABSTRACT

A dielectric resonator oscillator utilizing transmission-
type injection-locking for frequency stabilization is dis-
closed as including a transistor, two microstrip lines,
and a dielectric resonator. One microstrip line is cou-
pled to the transistor, while the other microstrip line
receives the broadband signal. The dielectric resonator
is positioned adjacent to and between the first and sec-
ond microstrip lines and is operable for coupling an
injection-locking signal into the transistor for locking
the oscillation frequency of the oscillator. The two
microstrip lines are preferably oriented at right angles
so that various sizes of the dielectric resonator can be
accommodated.

11 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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TRANSMISSION INJECTION-LOCKED
DIELECTRIC RESONATOR OSCILLATOR

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to dielectric resona-
tor oscillators for generating microwave energy, and
relates more particularly to a dielectric resonator oscil-
lator utilizing transmission-type injection-locking for
frequency stabilization.

2. Description of the Relevant Art

Injection-locking is a well known technique for stabi-
lizing the oscillation frequency of an oscillator by lock-
ing it to the frequency of an injection-locking signal.
The injection-locking signal is typically a harmonic of a
low-frequency reference signal that has a stable fre-
quency and high spectral purity, such as the output
signal from a crystal. oscillator. The injection-locking
signal may be generated, for example, by first generat-
ing the reference signal, and then amplifying and multi-
plying the reference signal to generate its harmonics,
and then filtering to remove all of the harmonics except
for the harmonic at the desired frequency of the injec-
tion-locking signal. The injection-locking signal is then
supplied to the oscillator for frequency stabilization.

In order for the injection-locking to work properly,
the injection-locking bandwidth of the oscillator must
be greater than the frequency drift of the oscillator over
varying operating conditions of temperature, load, bias,
and time. This typically involves a trade-off between
the power of the injection-locking signal and the stabil-
ity of the oscillator, with increasing power of the injec-
tion-locking signal needed to compensate for increasing
drift of the oscillator.

Two types of injection-locking, reflection-locking
and transmission locking, are distinguished by the point
at which the injection-locking signal is injected into the
oscillator. Reflection injection-locking involves the
injection of the locking signal into the output port of the
oscillator through a circulator. The circulator is needed
in order to isolate the output signal of the oscillator and
the injection-locking signal. Unfortunately, the use of
the circulator introduces losses into the signal path of
the oscillator and complicates the task of packaging
because any output amplifier must be placed down-
stream from the circulator, instead of on the same sub-
strate as the oscillator. Transmission injection-locking
involves the injection of the locking signal into a port of
the oscillator apart from the output port, thus requiring
separate signal-input and power-output ports, but elimi-
nating the need for a circulator.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with the illustrated preferred embodi-
ment, the present invention provides a dielectric resona-
tor oscillator utilizing transmission-type injection-lock-
ing for frequency stabilization. The injection-locking
signal is one component of a broadband signal that
contains harmonics of a stable reference signal. The
oscillator includes a transistor, first and second micro-
strip lines, and a dielectric resonator. The transistor is
operable for oscillation and has a first terminal coupled
to an output port. The first microstrip line is coupled to
a second terminal of the transistor, while the second
microstrip line is separated from the first microstrip line
and is operable for receiving the broadband signal. The
dielectric resonator is positioncd adjacent to and be-
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tween the first and second microstrip lines and is opera-
ble for coupling the injection-locking signal component
of the broadband signal to the transistor for locking the
oscillation frequency of the oscillator.

The resonant frequency of the dielectric resonator
determines which of the harmonic frequencies of the
broadband signal is coupled into the transistor for lock-
ing the oscillations thereof. Since the size of the dielec-
tric resonator determines its resonant frequency, the
size of the dielectric resonator determines which har-
monic component of the broadband signal is injected
into the oscillator.

Preferably, the first and second microstrip lines ex-
tend perpendicular to each other in a quadrature orien-
tation. Such an orientation can accommodate a range of
sizes for the dielectric resonator, which advantageously
permits the same substrate layout to be utilized for
building oscillators that operate over a range of fre-
quencies.

The dielectric resonator accomplishes three tasks in
the frequency stabilized oscillator of the present inven-
tion. First, the dielectric resonator determines the inher-
ent oscillation frequency of the oscillator in the absence
of the injection-locking signal. Second, the dielectric
resonator provides a signal-input port for the injection
of the locking signal into the oscillator. Third, the di-
electric resonator provides a band-pass filter that allows
only the proper frequency component of the broadband
signal to couple into the oscillator, thus eliminating the
need for a separate filter between the source of the
injection-locking signal and the injection-locked oscilla-
tor.

One important feature of the oscillator of the present
invention is that it utilizes transmission injection-lock-
ing, rather than reflection injection-locking. By utilizing
transmission injection-locking, the present invention
simplifies the circuitry of an injection-locked oscillator
by eliminating the need for a circulator. By eliminating
the circulator, an amplifier can be packaged on the same
substrate as the oscillator, thus providing a packaging,
as well as a cost, advantage over reflection-type injec-
tion-locked oscillators. Another advantage of the pres-
ent invention over reflection-locked oscillators is that,
due to improved gain, a less powerful injection-locking
signal is required for locking the oscillator. Another
feature is that either bipolar or field-effect transistors
can be utilized as the active element in the oscillator of
the present invention.

The features and advantages described in the specifi-
cation are not all inclusive, and particularly, many addi-
tional features and advantages will be apparent to one of
ordinary skill in the art in view of the drawings, specifi-
cation and claims hereof. Moreover, it should be noted
that the language used in the specification has been
principally selected for readability and instructional
purposes, and may not have been selected to delineate
or circumscribe the inventive subject matter, resort to
the claims being necessary to determine such inventive
subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a frequency stabilized
microwave oscillator according to the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a frequency stabi-
lized microwave oscillator, according to the present
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invention, that utilizes a bipolar transistor as its active
element.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a frequency stabi-
lized microwave oscillator, according to the present
invention, that utilizes a field-effect transistor as its
active element.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 through 3 of the drawings depict various
preferred embodiments of the present invention for
purposes of illustration only. One skilled in the art will
readily recognize from the following discussion that
alternative embodiments of the structures and methods
illustrated herein may be employed without departing
from the principles of the invention described herein.

The preferred embodiment of the present invention is
a dielectric resonator oscillator 10 utilizing transmis-
sion-type injection-locking for frequency stabilization,
as illustrated in FIG. 1. More broadly stated, the present
invention concerns a frequency stabilized microwave
oscillator 12, which includes the dielectric resonator
oscillator 10 and an injection-locking signal generator
14. As shown, the injection-locking signal generator 14
preferably includes a reference oscillator 16, an ampli-
fier 18, and a multiplier 20. The reference oscillator 16
generates a reference signal having a high spectral pu-
rity at a stable frequency, while the multiplier 20 gener-

:ates a broadband signal containing harmonics of the
:reference signal. One harmonic component of the

.broadband signal, the injection-locking signal, is equal
-in frequency to the desired oscillation frequency of the
oscillator 10. The reference oscillator 16 can be, for
example, a crystal oscillator.

One preferred embodiment of the present invention is
illustrated in FIG. 2. The multiplier 20 of the injection-
locking signal generator 14 comprises a diode 22 cou-
pled to ground. The dielectric resonator oscillator 10
includes an NPN bipolar transistor 24, first and second
microstrip lines 26 and 28, and a dielectric resonator 30.
The base of the transistor 24 is coupled to ground
through an inductor 32, which provides the instability

" needed to initiate oscillation of the oscillator. The emit-
ter of the transistor 24 is connected to one end of the
first microstrip line 26, while the other end thereof is
terminated to ground through its characteristic impe-
dance 34. The collector of the transistor 24 is coupled to
an output port 36 through a third microstrip line 38,
which is terminated near the output port to ground
through its characteristic impedance 40.

The second microstrip line 28 provides a path for the
injection-locking signal to be coupled through the di-
electric resonator 30 into the oscillator 10. The second
microstrip line 28 is preferably L-shaped, with one leg
42 coupled to the injection-locking signal generator 14
and with the other leg 44 extending at right angles to
the first microstrip line 26. As shown in FIG. 2, the
dielectric resonator 30 is positioned adjacent to and
between the first microstrip line 26 and the second leg
44 of the second microstrip line 28, at an optimum sepa-
ration distance between the dielectric resonator and
each microstrip line. Preferably, the transistor 24, mi-
crostrip lines 26, 28, and 38, and dielectric resonator 30
are all mounted on or otherwise coupled to the same

~ substrate 46. The dielectric resonator oscillator. 10 is
powered by an applied DC voltage (not shown).

In operation without locking signal injection, the
dielectric resonator oscillator 10 oscillates according to
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a frequency determined by the resonant frequency of
the dielectric resonator 30. In operation with locking
signal injection, the oscillator 10 locks onto the fre-
quency of the injection-locking signal. The injection-
locking signal generator 14 supplies to the second mi-
crostrip line 28 the broadband signal containing the
harmonics of the reference signal generated by the ref-
erence oscillator 16. The dielectric resonator 30 couples
from the second microstrip line 28 to the first microstrip
line 26 only that component of the broadband signal
that is fairly close in frequency to the resonant fre-
quency of the dielectric resonator. Thus, the dielectric
resonator 30 acts as a band-pass filter to couple into the
oscillator 10 only the injection-locking signal, which
has a frequency close to the resonant frequency of the
dielectric resonator 30. Even if the resonant frequency
of the dielectric resonator 30 drifts somewhat due to
temperature or other factors, the same injection-locking
signal will be coupled into the oscillator for frequency
stabilization, assuming that the injection-locking signal
is sufficiently powerful.

The orientation of the two microstrip lines 26 and 28
advantageously permits the use of different sizes for the
dielectric resonator 30 in order to fabricate oscillators
of different frequency using the same substrate 46. In
order to provide the maximum coupling between a
dielectric resonator and a microstrip line, the dielectric
resonator should be positioned adjacent to the micro-
strip line at a point where the magnetic field is at a
maximum and the electric field is at a minimum. If the
microstrip line is terminated with an open circuit, such
as a stub end, the proper coupling position for the di-
electric resonator is a quarter wavelength back from the
stub end. Accordingly, in FIG. 2, the second leg 44 of
the second microstrip line 28 is terminated at a distance
48 from the coupling point 50 that is substantially equal
to one quarter of the wavelength of the nominal reso-
nant frequency of the dielectric resonator 30. In order
to accommodate the different wavelength and size of
another dielectric resonator 52, the second leg 44 can be
extended in length by electrically connecting a pad 54
to the end of the leg. The distance 56 from the end of
the extended microstrip line to the coupling point of the
dielectric resonator 52 is selected to be one quarter of
the wavelength of the dielectric resonator 52. Note that
the location of the coupling point is dependent upon the
radius of the dielectric resonator. Additional pads 58
can be provided on the substrate 46 for accommodating
additional sizes of dielectric resonators 60.

Another preferred embodiment of a frequency stabi-
lized microwave oscillator 62, according to the present
invention, is illustrated in FIG. 3. The portion of the
frequency stabilized microwave oscillator 62 that com-
prises a transmission injection-locked dielectric resona-
tor oscillator 64 includes a field-effect transistor 66 as its
active element, rather than the bipolar transistor 24 of
oscillator 10. Apart from the change of transistor type
and other changes noted below, the circuitry of the
oscillator 64 is substantially the same as that of oscillator
10.

Like transistor 24, transistor 66 receives the injection-
locking signal through the second microstrip line 28, the
dielectric resonator 30, and the first microstrip line 26,
and drives the output port 36. ‘The gate of the transistor
66 is coupled to the first microstrip line 26, while the
source of the transistor is coupled to ground through a
capacitor 68, which provides the instability needed to
initiate oscillation. The drain of the transistor 66 is cou-
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pled to the output port 36 either directly, or through an
optional amplifier 70. The amplifier 70 can be advanta-
geously situated on the same substrate 72 as the remain-
der of the oscillator circuitry because, unlike reflection-
type injection oscillators, the injection-locking signal
for the oscillator 64 is injected through the dielectric
resonator 30 instead of through the output port 36. Like
oscillator 10, oscillator 64 locks onto the injection-lock-
ing signal that is coupled into the oscillator through the
dielectric resonator 30.

A frequency stabilized microwave oscillator 12 has
been constructed and tested at a frequency of 8.0 GHz
and a power of 13 dBm. At injection signal powers of
—10 dBm, —16 dBm, and —22 dBm, the injection-
locked bandwidth has been measured at 10 MHz, 7
MHz, and 4 MHz, respectively.

From the above description, it will be apparent that
the invention disclosed herein provides a novel and
advantageous dielectric resonator oscillator utilizing
transmission-type injection-locking for frequency stabi-
lization. The foregoing discussion discloses and de-
scribes merely exemplary methods and embodiments of
the present invention. As will be understood by those
familiar with the art, the invention may be embodied in
other specific forms without departing from the spirit or
essential characteristics thereof. For example, the con-
nections to the base and emitter of transistor 24 could be
interchanged without fundamentally effecting the oper-
ation of the oscillator 10. Likewise, the connections to
the gate and source of transistor 66 could also be inter-
changed. Further, an amplifier could be added to the
output side of the oscillator 10 and situated on the sub-
strate 46. Accordingly, the disclosure of the present
invention is intended to be illustrative, but not limiting,
of the scope of the invention, which is set forth in the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A transmission injection-locked dielectric resona-
tor oscillator for generating microwave energy at a
stabilized frequency, wherein said oscillator is operable
for locking onto one harmonic frequency of a broad-
band signal containing the harmonics of a stable refer-
ence signal; said oscillator comprising:

a transistor operable for oscillation and having a first

terminal coupled to an output port;

a first microstrip line coupled to a second terminal of
said transistor; - '

a second microstrip line separated from said first
microstrip line and operable for receiving said
broadband signal; and

a dielectric resonator positioned adjacent to and be-
tween said first and second microstrip lines for
coupling one component of said broadband signal
to said transistor for locking the oscillation fre-
quency of said oscillator, wherein the resonant
frequency of said dielectric resonator determines
which of said harmonic frequencies that is coupled
into said transistor.

2. An oscillator as recited in claim 1 wherein said first
and second microstrip lines are contained on the same
substrate and are oriented in non-parallel directions, and
wherein a variety of sizes of said dielectric resonator
can be accommodated between said first and second
microstrip lines by varying the placement of said dielec-
tric resonator on said substrate.

3. An oscillator as recited in claim 2 wherein said first
and second microstrip lines are oriented at substantially
right angles.
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4. An oscillator as recited in claim 2 further compris-
ing means for adjusting the length of said second micro-
strip line according to the resonant frequency of which-
ever dielectric resonator is installed.

5. An oscillator as recited in claim 4 wherein said
means for adjusting the length of said second microstrip
line includes one or more pads separated from the end
of said second microstrip line, wherein one or more of
said pads can be electrically connected to the end of
said second microstrip line during assembly of said
oscillator so as to adjust the length of said second micro-
strip line to conform to the length required for proper
coupling between said second microstrip line and said
dielectric resonator.

6. An oscillator as recited in claim 1 further compris-
ing an amplifier disposed between said transistor and
said output port.

7. An oscillator as recited in claim 1 wherein said
transistor comprises a bipolar transistor.

8. An oscillator as recited in claim 1 wherein said
transistor comprises a field-effect transistor.

9. A microwave oscillator for generating microwave
energy at a stabilized frequency, said apparatus com-
prising:

a transistor operable for oscillation and having a first

terminal coupled to an output port;

a first microstrip line coupled to a second terminal of
said transistor;

a dielectric resonator positioned adjacent to said first
microstrip line, wherein the resonant frequency of
said dielectric resonator is approximately equal to
the desired frequency of said microwave energy;

a second microstrip line positioned adjacent to said
dielectric resonator and separated from said first
microstrip line; and

means for generating an injection-locking signal and
supplying said injection-locking signal to said sec-
ond microstrip line, wherein said dielectric resona-
tor couples said injection-locking signal from said
second microstrip line to said first microstrip line,
and wherein the oscillation frequency of said oscil-
lator is determined by the frequency of said injec-
tion-locking signal.

10. An oscillator as recited in claim 9 wherein said
injection-locking signal is a component of a broadband
signal that contains a spectrum of signals including the
harmonics of a stable reference signal, and wherein said
dielectric resonator acts as a band-pass filter to couple
only one of said harmonic frequencies of said broad-
band signal for locking the frequency of said oscillator
to the desired frequency.

11. A frequency stabilized microwave oscillator com-
prising:

a dielectric resonator oscillator that includes a transis-
tor coupled at a first terminal thereof to an output
port and operable for oscillation at a frequency
determined by a feedback impedance connected to
a second terminal thereof, and a dielectric resona-
tor operatively coupled to said second terminal of
said transistor through a first microstrip line for
supplying said feedback impedance, wherein the
resonant frequency of said dielectric resonator is
approximately equal to the desired frequency of
said oscillator;

means for generating a broadband signal containing
the harmonics of a stable reference signal, wherein
one component of said broadband signal comprises
an injection-locking signal having a frequency
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equal to the desired frequency of said oscillator;
and

means for coupling said injection-locking signal to
said second terminal of said transistor, said means
including said first microstrip line, said dielectric
resonator, and a second microstrip line positioned
adjacent to said dielectric resonator and positioned
nonparallel to said first microstrip line, wherein
said broadband signal is supplied to said second
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8
microstrip line, wherein said injection-locking sig-
nal is coupled from said second microstrip line
through said dielectric resonator and said first mi-
crostrip line to said transistor, and wherein the
oscillation of said dielectric resonator oscillator
locks onto the frequency of said injection-locking

signal.
* X K % X
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